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ABOVE ALL OBSTACLES

A NEW START 

FOR EURORUSSIA

Th e Regions of the Northwest and 

Finland Establish a Network of 

Cross-border Cooperation

Arkady Sosnov

 EuroRussia is not just a catchy, mem-

orable brand. From 1999 to 2007, this 

program supported a series of Russo-

Finnish investment projects in Saint 

Petersburg, Leningrad Oblast, and the 

Republic of Karelia. But times have 

changed because of the world econom-

ic crisis. In order to maintain and bol-

ster their positions on the market, busi-

nesses must unite in a network, adding 

to and strengthening the advantages 

of each member business. Cooperation 

takes diff erent forms as small chains of 

interrelated companies — manufactur-

ing companies, technology companies, 

business parks — but always on both 

sides of the border.  

Supporting cross-border enter-

prise in a network model was also 

an underlying goal for the pre-cri-

sis version of the EuroRussia pro-

gram. Since last year, the program has 

taken the form of a forum of repre-

sentatives. Its co-chairmen, Pekka 

Huhtaniemi, the deputy minister of 

trade and political issues in the Finn-

ish Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, and 

Evgeny Lukyanov, deputy presiden-

tial representative in the Northwest-

ern District of Russia, headed a group 

of government representatives, busi-

nessmen, and experts on an excur-

sion to Pskovsk Oblast, with the goal 

of drawing this region more fully into 

the EuroRussia program.

Pskovsk Oblast is the only admin-

istrative territory in Russia that bor-

ders three other countries — Estonia, 

Latvia, and Belorussia — and is there-

fore an opportune area for internation-

al cooperation. While Pskovsk Oblast 

doesn't share a direct border with Fin-

land, they are still not far apart, and 

their historical connections run deep.

Pskovsk's young governor, Andrei 

Turchak, explained to the visitors the 

region's new strategy for socioeconom-

ic development by 2020. Th e strategy 

focuses on three priority areas: tourism, 

agriculture, and the logistical-trans-

port infrastructure. Th e overarching 

goal is to increase the energy effi  ciency 

of the economy by using local forms of 

fuel — an area in which the governor 

thinks the experience of Finnish part-

ners will come in handy.

Th e executive director of the fo-

rum, Mikko Haapanen, readily admit-

ted that he has worked in these sectors 

as an entrepreneur for his whole life. 

Juha Ruohola, vice president of Atria 

Russia, a foodstuff s company well-

known on the Russian market, gleaned 

a massive amount of useful informa-

tion from the business program, which 

included a visit to the Pskovskaya 

poultry farm, the largest in the oblast. 

Pskovskaya is a classic «anchor» busi-

ness, around which, according to the 

ideology of the EuroRussia forum, a 

cooperative network of small and mid-

sized companies could be formed.

At a work meeting with the admin-

istration and business association of the 

oblast, forum participants exchanged 

opinions about how to spark mutu-

al contacts. Pekka Huhtaniemi assured 

everyone that all information from the 

visit would be passed along to the busi-

ness association in Finland. For his part, 

Evgeny Lukyanov proposed that Finn-

ish businessmen come to Pskov more 

often on specifi c business. Next on the 

agenda are meetings in other pilot re-

gions of EuroRussia. / p. 88

Pskovsk’s deputy governor Gennady Bezlobenko (left), Evgeny Lukyanov, Mikko Haapanen 

and Pekka Huhtaniemi








